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Interim overview of the GEOELEC Project 
The 30 month long GEOELEC project, supported by the Intelligent Energy Europe initiative of the 
European Commission, was kicked off in June 2011. This project gathers partners from  8 European 
countries, with the objective of convincing decision makers about the potential of geothermal 
electricity in Europe.  

During the first 16 months of the project, the GEOELEC partners have focused their work primarily on 
assessing the deep geothermal resources all over Europe and on studying legal and financial barriers. A 
series of 7 workshops was organised in the UK, Spain, Italy, Greece, Netherlands, Germany and 
Lithuania for covering all EU-27 Member States, Iceland and surrounding countries (Turkey, the 
Balkans, Norway, Switzerland, and Ukraine). The objective of these workshops was to present and 
discuss the resource assessment protocol; and to have a brief presentation on the geothermal situation 
in the different countries. 

Secondly, the conditions for grid access for geothermal power have been reported, the proposal for 
establishing a European geothermal risk insurance scheme has been drafted, and solutions for  
improving the drilling market in Europe have been studied. 

Objectives of GEOELEC 
Convince decision makers of the potential of geothermal electricity in Europe, creating aware-
ness and improving the perception of geothermal among policy makers. 

Stimulate banks and investors in financing geothermal power and installations. Geothermal pro-
ject development has high upfront costs and can take several years (approximately 3-6) and 
needs innovative mechanisms for funding. 

Attract key potential investors, such as oil & gas companies, and electrical utilities to invest in geo-
thermal power. Geothermal projects are capital intensive. 

The best geothermal power plant with 100% capacity (load factor) in 2011 was 
the plant of Nuova Castelnuovo in Italy, operated by ENEL GP.: the 14.5 MWe 
installed capacity produced 124 GWh.  
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Final gEOELEC Conference on 5th-6th June: Looking forward to seeing you in 
pisa, italy!

It is now a bit more than a week until the Final GEOELEC conference will be held at Palazzo dei Congressi in 
Pisa, Italy. The event will take place in parallel with the European Geothermal Congress 2013, a key event 
with well over 450 participants expected to join. 

The two-day GEOELEC conference will highlight the main outcomes of the project, including a software 
to estimate the capital investment required for a geothermal power plant, unit to recommendations on 
how to improve regulatory frameworks, an assessment of geothermal electricity potential until 2050, an 
analysis of current and future estimates on employment, and much more. It is an event not to be missed! 
The full agenda is available overleaf. 

Following the final conference, there is no time to rest. The GEOELEC consortium will indeed be working 
hard over the summer to organise the national promotional workshops in all countries covered by the 
project. You will receive detailed information in the next newsletter.
Last but not least, two successful training courses have been organised in France and Germany. The Con-
sortium is currently organising a third and last training course to be held in Pisa in October 2013. You can 
find more information about the training courses inside this newsletter and online at www.geoelec.eu.  

Develop Geothermal Electricity in Europe to have a renewable energy mix 

Did you know?

Seven European countries (Italy, Iceland, Turkey, France, Portugal, Germany, 
and Austria) already have geothermal in their electricity mix. With the 
development of new technologies geothermal electricity is being developed 
in other EU countries. Indeed, 7 EGS are being developed and 38 EGS 
projects are being investigated elsewhere in Europe, including in Hungary 
and Switzerland, going beyond traditional geothermal countries. 

http://www.geoelec.eu/


Wednesday 05/06/2013  (14h00-17h50)

Introduction: P Dumas (EGEC) 
Session 1: Roundtable on regulations and public acceptance 
(14h10-15h40)

Moderator: P Dumas (EGEC) 

panelists: R Vernier (BRGM), Z Tolnai (Mannvit), H Kreuter (GeoT 
eng.), C Oeser (Min. Environment-France)

Topics:
• How to reduce legal barriers through the implementation of clear 
administrative procedures to obtain concessions?
• How can communication improve public perception?  
• What is the environmental impact of geothermal and what its 
potential for GHG emissions reduction?

Session 2: Roundtable on finance: 16h10-17h50

Moderator: B Sanner (EGEC) 

panelists: M de Gregorio (APPA), J Bonafin (Turboden), P, 
Ramsak (Agentschap NL), A Martinez (SinLoc), P Dumas 
(EGEC)

Topics:
• How to estimate capital investment for a geothermal power 
plant unit? 
• How to boost investments on geothermal power?
• Towards an European scheme for risk insurance?
• How to improve the market conditions of deep drilling?

Coffee break: 15h40 – 16h10

Final conference

Thursday 06/06/2013 (11h10 – 15h40)

The gEOELEC project aims to increase awareness about the potential of geothermal electricity in Europe, 
and to stimulate investment. 
Join us for the final conference to hear about the regulatory and financial frameworks, as well as the level 
of public acceptance required to double the installed capacity by 2020 from 1.5 GWe to more than 3 GWe.

5-6 June 2013
Palazzo dei Congressi

Pisa, Italy

Registration

You can register for the conference online by visiting http://www.geothermalcongress2013.eu/register/ 
Fill in your details at the top of the registration form, and scroll down to select the conference from the list 
of events. If you are not attending EGC2013, then please select the options for ‘side event participants only’.
The GeoElec conference is just one of many events running alongside the European Geothermal Congress. 
This event will bring together the entire geothermal sector, shallow and deep, academic and industrial. 
If you are attending a project conference, you may find something else of interest on the EGC agenda. 
Information about all of the events can be found at www.geothermalcongress2013.eu/agenda/

Registration for the conference is free and refreshments will be provided. 

palazzo dei Congressi
The GeoElec Final Conference is taking place during the European Geothermal Congress 2013 in the  the 
Palazzo dei Congressi in Pisa. 
This fantastic facility offers all the necessary amenities for large plenary sessions, parallel sessions, an 
exhibition, networking, breaks. 

Venue

Address: Palazzo dei Congressi - PISA, Via Giacomo Matteotti, 1, 56124 Pisa, Italy 

Session 3: Project results (11h10-12h50)

Moderator: P Dumas (EGEC) 

• Employment: S Karytsas (CRES)
• Grid access: S Reith (EnBW)
• Software on financial prefeasibility: H Asum (GGSC)
• European Geothermal Risk Insurance:   R Vernier (BRGM)

Session 4: project results (14h00-15h40)

Moderator: L Angelino (EGEC) 

• Environmental impact: E Trumpy (CNR-IGG)
• Training & Education: A Spalek (GFZ)
• Reporting code: L Tryggvadóttir (Mannvit)
• Web-GIS, geothermal potential, prospective study: JD Van 
Wees (TNO)

Lunch: 12h50-14h00

http://www.geothermalcongress2013.eu/register/ 
http://www.geothermalcongress2013.eu/agenda/
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Policy Environment for Geothermal Electricity
Commission issues warnings over slow implementation of the RES Directive, 
calls for additional initiatives for geothermal 

On 27th March 2013 the European Commission has published its first Renewable Energy Progress Report 
under the framework of the 2009 Renewable Energy Directive. In this report the EU Executive assesses 
member states’ progress in the promotion and use of renewable energy along the trajectory towards the 
2020 targets and highlights how the transposition of the directive has been slower than expected. The 
Commission therefore urges member states to finalise its transposition into national law as soon as possi-
ble and to increase their efforts in addressing barriers to the uptake of renewable energy.

In a Staff Working Document accompanying the progress report, the Commission provides a more de-
tailed overview and highlights the lack of measures and incentives for geothermal. The GEOELEC project is 
addressing the implementation of the RES Directive in relation to streamlining administrative and licensing 
procedures (article 13). In a forthcoming report, the consortium is going to put forward concrete proposals 
for improving the regulatory framework for geothermal electricity. 
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Training courses on Geothermal Electricity

Third Training course on geothermal electricity to be held in Pisa in October 
2013

GEOELEC successfully organised two training courses in Strasbourg from 5th to 9th of November 2012 
and in Potsdam from 15th to 18th April 2013. The courses provided a background knowledge about 
geothermal to public authorities and the financial sector and a specialised knowledge for geothermal 
professionals and employees of the oil/gas/mining sectors. 

You will find all presentations online on the courses page of the GEOELEC website.

These were the first two training course on geothermal electricity in a series of 3: the last one will be held 
in Pisa, Italy from 8th to 11th of October 2013 (see flyer overleaf).

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/renewables/reports/doc/com_2013_0175_res_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/renewables/reports/doc/swd_2013_0102_res_en.pdf
http://www.geoelec.eu/?page_id=824


For more info: GEOELEC.EU

Register now!
TRAINING COURSE 

8-11  October 2013
Pisa, Italy

More information on 
www.geoelec.eu

ON GEOTHERMAL ELECTRICITY


